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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Alexander Steinhuchel, Mathias Liebergesell, Henry Valentin, and Andreas Pries 

Serial No,: 09/779,427 Art Unit: 1 636 

Filed: February 8, 2001 Examiner: Gerald G. Leffers 


For: "METHODS FOR PRODUCING POL Y(HYDROXY) FATTY ACIDS IN 

BACTERIA" 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed June 13, 2002, please consider the following 
remarks. It is believed that no fee is required with this submission. However, should a fee be 
required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to clmrge any fees to Deposit Account No. 50- 
1868. 

Response to Restriction Requirement 

1 . In the Office Action mailed June 13, 2002, the claims were divided into two groups, 
Group I, claims 1 -1 8, drawn to methods of producing polyChydroxy fatty acids) (PHF) with at 
least one Bubunit that are dependent upon recombinant bacteria comprising at least one fragment 
of the PHF synthase gene from T. pfennigii; Group II, claims 23-30, drawn to PHFs that are 
obtainable by the methods of Group I. 

In response, applicants elect Group I, claims 1-18. without traverse. 
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U.S.S.N. 09/779,427 
Filed: February 8, 2001 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 
Please cancel claims 23-30, 


Favorable consideration of claims 1-18 is earnestly solicited. 


Date: July 15, 2002 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP 

One Atlantic Center 

1201 West Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 30309-3400 

(404)817-8473 

(404)817-8588 (fax) 
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Respectfully submitted. 



Patrea L. Pabst 
Reg. No. 31,284 
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